BRIGHT IDEAS

nnovuiive uses of PreMark® and DecoMark®

helps save thousands of dollars for traffic
calming roundabout project...all in a day’s work!

Eterolly, the roundabout project on Kent Island, Maryland
was completed in one day! Thanks to the team of
Maryland SHA traffic engineers, maintenance crews from
five SHA District 2 Shops and the sales and field support
team from Flint Trading, the new roundabout continues to
be a huge success. Follow-up analysis indicates motorists
are clearly and safely guided at an intersection that used
to cause quite a bit of confusion.

Whose idea was this anyway?

We, at Flint, would like to take the credit for this one...

but, the big idea for the roundabout originated with Don
Ruth of the Office of Traffic Safety and District Two Traffic
Engineers, Bob Kiel and Charlie Coppage. The SHA Office
of Traffic and Safety (OOTS) suggested using preformed
thermoplastic markings. Maryland SHA was familiar with
the cost-effectiveness and innovative uses of PreMark® and
DecoMark® preformed thermoplastic pavement markings
from previous projects completed last year in Starr (see
also page 6) and Hanover, Maryland. The idea for the
troublesome intersection at US 50 to Thompson Creek
Road on Kent Island was to install preformed thermoplastic
in colors to mimic splitter islands and to provide the
appearance of a roundabout that safely guides motorists
and that looks great, too.

Was this really done in a day?

Absolutely! Over 3,700 sq. ft. of preformed
thermoplastic pavement marking material was applied
in one day. The following play-by-play action is taken
from an SHA article written by Deborah L. Dill and
photographed by David L. Edwards, Il both from the
SHA Easton Shop.

On September 10, 2007, all the District Two teams met
at Centreville Shop with OOTS and Flint Trading to go
over the plans, coordinate activities, and load supplies.

Y

Shown at left, Don I-?urh, OOTS  Atright, Terry Flaherty, Flint Trading

Following the planning meeting, teams arrived at the
site fo install the new signs needed and to mark out the
roundabout on the new pavement overlay.
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Weather prevented the operation to continue on Sep-
tember 11th, but at 6:00am on September 12th the
teams began the layout for the preformed thermoplastic
pavement markings. Traffic control was provided by the
Centreville maintenance team with traffic being detoured
from the worksite only from 6:00am to 6:00pm - a job
that would have typically caused a week-long detour.

Traffic control provided by the Centreville maintenance team with only
a one-day detour for drivers

Don Ruth of OOTS advised that 3,768 sq. ft. of pre-
formed thermoplastic was planned for application with
a total of 4,521 sq. ft. ordered to have extra material
on hand if needed for design purposes. District Engineer
Rich Lindsay also stated that OOTS's outstanding
technical support and assurance that the preformed
thermoplastic would work was a major deciding

factor for the project. When Mr. Lindsay asked ADE-
Maintenance, Terry Wright, to put together a project

to overlay the area for the proposed roundabout with
the paving contractor, Terry also took an interest in
what Traffic had planned for the area's markings. He
attended the initial meeting with Flint Trading Eastern
Regional Sales Manager, Terry Flaherty, and discovered
it would require a week of MOT and inconvenience to
the traveling public to install the markings. Terry Wright
suggested that all five of District 2 teams work together
with the goal to place all of the markings in one day.
Terry Flaherty of Flint Trading said they had not put down
that amount of pavement markings anywhere in the
country in one day. District 2 proved it could be donel!

“Thousands of dollars saved”,
according to MD SHA Office of Traffic

The cost of this project is estimated at $75,000 -
$100,000 for supplies, manpower, and equipment
including the pavement overlay. A standard roundabout
constructed according to normal design standards

can cost $150,000 for a small circle and up to
$1,000,000 for a large circle. Therefore, this District

2 accomplishment is not only an effective solution for
controlling the traffic pattern safely at this intersection,
but has also proved to be a cost-effective alternative.

A cdoser look at PreMark®
and DecoMark® used for
the Kent Island roundabout

Sand-colored PreMark® is supplied in 2'x3" sheets, cut on-site and
heated to the surface with a propane heat torch fo create the look of
splitter islands.

The center of the roundabout is the
DecoMark® Courtyard surface pattern

using brick-red and sand colored
preformed thermoplastic (detail shown at
right). Shown above, a large radiant heater
is used for larger application areas.

Sand-colored PreMark® is used around the
perimeter of the decorative circle.

Regulatory markings such as arrows, yield markings (Shark’s Teeth),
and lines were applied using PreMark preformed thermoplastic to

complete this project...all in a day’s work!
®
PreMarlc DecoMark

VBY FLINT

Call Flint Trading at (336) 475-6600

to discuss the possibilities in your area for cost-

effective alternatives for roundabout and island
installations using PreMark® and DecoMark®.

Photos of roundabout project by David L. Edwards, I, SHA Easton Shop
Editorial input from article written by Deborah L. Dill, SHA Easton Shop
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DecoMark-
DecoMark® Surface Patterns N
proving effective for hoth
traffic calming solutions and as decorative streetscapes.

The DecoMark® Cobblestone surface pattern used with a 12" sand- Traffic islands af these roundabouts in Erie, CO are made from
colored border to simulate a drain pan effect. This traffic calming the DecoMark® Herringbone surface pattern. Emergency response
effect was used as a supplement fo the newly-posted speed limit to teams appreciate the use of preformed thermoplastic as an

slow drivers on a rural road in Starr, MD. alternative solution because of the low profile.

The DecoMark® Courtyard surface pattern shown here at entryway The DecoMark® Herringbone surface pattern provides nice,
leading to a roundabout at a private university in Florida. streetscape entryway fo a resort in Florida.

The DecoMark® Cobblestone surface patfern creates splitter island effect
used on rural road in Starr, MD.

The DecoMark® Herringbone surface pattern fo create traffic calming
crosswalk in conjunction with customized logo to promote
community pride in Naples, FL.
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